Konnichiwa! Welcome to the Anime Club!
Hey there, this little packet is for both the student(s) and parent(s) to take a look at. So when you go home, show this to your parent/guardian!
Basic Rules
1. Don’t bash on other’s anime preferences. If someone likes a series you don’t, that’s their opinion. Don’t hate on them for liking something different than you. Because that’s bullying. And there will be none of that.
2. Don’t play your handheld gaming device until it becomes “Free Time” or is a day devoted to video games (there will be two of those). This includes, but is not limited to : PSP, PSVita, any Nintendo DS make/model, Andriod, iPad, iPod, iPhone, or any other tablet or gaming device. It’s rude. If you need a place to play video games because you got grounded and technically aren’t supposed to play video games for a week, this isn’t the place for it.
3. No watching anything inappropriate (like ecchi, hentai, or gorey/disturbing horror genres). We’re still in school. If you like that stuff, watch it at home, not here.
4. When entering or exiting the room, CLOSE THE DOOR IF THE DOOR WAS CLOSED. It was closed for a reason. There are other club activities going on that we don’t want to hear.
5. If you’re louder than the person talking (be that the club president, the club supervisor, or the presenter of the day) then that’s a problem, and you need to fix it by either lowering your voice to a whisper or zipping your lips.
6. Be respectful. If someone is talking, don’t steal their spotlight. That’s rude.

What do we do in Anime Club?
Well aside from watching anime like the title might suggest, we learn about the anime genres and subgenres, discuss it, and anime’s beginnings – manga, as well as play Japanese and anime video games, learn about Japanese culture, hold cosplay workshops, and other activities, such as Anime Movie Nights, a Japanese and Anime Cultural Event, attending anime conventions, and holding contests throughout the year to let members show off their specific talents and skills to earn cool stuff and an anime convention badge to Animazement. 



Contests
Major Four
There are more than four contests, though the main four will have a 1st place prize of an Animazement 2015 badge.
Cosplay Craftsmanship – Oct 1 2014 to March 25 2015. This contest is the first of the major four and has the longest duration due to its crafty and precise nature of creating costumes, armor, and the like, bringing your favorite character to life – as you. You are to create at least 50% of your costume by hand. I don’t expect you to create a wig, shoes, or specially detailed items. However, most props and costume pieces will be made by yourself. Not confident enough in your sewing skills or prop making skills? Not a problem. There’s cosplay workshops held throughout the contest’s duration to specifically learn about techniques – simple and advanced – to create your costumes! 
1st Place– A 2015 Animazement Badge and a $25 Joann’s Fabric and Crafts Store Giftcard.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Manga Contest – Sept 10 – Nov 5. The participants are to create a 10 to 30 page one-shot manga chapter. It may be hand-drawn or digital. If digital, it must either be printed or sent in a pdf file via email to the club email. You have the choice to color it. No inappropriate topics please. All dialogue must be English. No fan-art or doujinshi (fanfiction in manga form) will be accepted.
Prizes: 
1st place – Manga Studio Debut 4 and An Animazement 2015 Badge,
2nd place – “Bakuman.” Manga volumes 1 and 2.
3rd place – A five-piece set of Sakura drawing pens.

Naruto Shippuden Video Game Tournament (January 14 2015)
Yep! There’ll be a video game tournament! Exciting, right? It’ll be on the Playstation 3. Whoever comes out victorious amongst your fellow otakus get an Animazement 2015 badge and a $10 Gamestop Giftcard. (There are video game tournaments at Animazement too)

AMV Contest (March 4 – April 1) The final contest will be the AMV, or Animated Music Video, Contest. The participants can use any song or anime that is NOT derogatory, does NOT have a lot of profanity, has NO sexual or gore/very disturbing images or video, and is appropriate enough to show to your parents and an elementary schooler. Does it have to be PG? No. The maximum duration of the AMV is 6 minutes. No overtime. 
1st place – An Animazement 2015 Badge (There’s an AMV contest at AZ too  ^^)

Now then, that was the Major Four contests. However, if you win a Major Four Contest in 1st place, you cannot enter another Major Four Contest. This is to ensure that the four Animazement 2015 badges go to four different people.
There are two minor contests too.

Onigiri Contest (Sept 26). Particpants create 25 small onigiri – a.k.a. Japanese  rice balls/cakes. Put in a filling, like peppers, melon, or beans inside for flavor! (Which is quite common). Anime club members can taste-test ONE onigiri. Period. The rest of them will be sold at the first Anime Movie Night. Whoever creates the best onigiri wins a $10 Kanki Gift certificate! 

Anime Drawing Contest – Nov 19 2014 – Dec 10 2014. The theme is ‘outdoors’! Your drawing must be one outside, be it in a field of flowers or on top of the classic anime high school building roof. Either way, it’s outside, right? (Pick more places too, these are just examples.) There must be at least one anime character in the drawing. If you choose to do fanart, you must credit the character to its anime/manga and their creator. You must also include an OC (Original Character). That OC can even be yourself! The final requirement is that it be in color! No completely grayscale or black-and-white. No perverted, gorey, or explicit content of any kind will be allowed. 
Prizes: 
1st place – A sketchpad, and a 5-piece set of Sakura Drawing Pens.
2nd place –5-piece set of Sakura Drawing Pens.


Anime Conventions
On to greater, and a little more expensive things, we’ll be attending Anime Conventions throughout the year! Yes, that was plural.
Last year, we only attended Animazement 2014 in May… which is at the end of the school year. As the year progressed, I realized how much we ended up talking about Animazement and the hype for it growing. By the end of it, just about everyone couldn’t wait for a second time at Animazement! But that’s nearly a year away. So, there will be three anime conventions, and one cosplay convention. It is not mandatory to attend any of these conventions, though it does liven up the club room and make stronger bonds with fellow club members and new friends at the conventions by going outside of town together by attending one!
Cosplay America (August 30 – 31 2014.) Yep. That’s right. It’s this weekend. It’s first year is this year, and on short notice. However, it is local, so no need for a hotel. Just a little bit of driving. (It’s in Cary.)  There are tickets to be bought to enter. A Saturday and Sunday admittance ticket is $40. A just Sunday admittance ticket is $25. There’s a separate sheet at the end of this packet for more info on it. 
Anime USA (October 3 – 5 2014.) This one’s a little far, though still on this coast. It’s in Washington D.C.! AUSA is the longest running anime convention in the United States, coming to 28 years in-the-running this year. There’ll be a concert, a formal ball, fan panels, guest panels, a cosplay/maid café, manga library, artist’s alley, and so much more! With every convention, near or far, there are always costs. A badge, or ticket, price will vary depending on if you pre-register or buy it at the door. Pre-registration before Sept 15 is $55. Pre-registration Sept 16 or later and at the door will be $65. Note that children 5 and under are free, and children 6 – 12 are half-priced. Also, if we go as a group of 8 or more, we get a 10% off our badge price, though only by pre-registration before Sept 30. There’ll be food costs, and the hotel price will get smaller as more people come to divide the costs. There will be a super packet with more details on this convention, including events, guests, and cool stuff at the next anime club meeting on Sept 3rd.
Katsucon (February 13 -15 2015).  Not too far from the previous destination is National Harbor, Maryland. And oh my gosh, this one’s worth the trip (not to say any of the other conventions aren’t). The convention has so much going on, and this year will make Katsucon 2015 its 21st year running! The convention holds a Charity Auction, Art Show, maid café, Masquerade Contest, Cosplay Chess, formal ball, AMV contest, voice acting workshops, fan panels, guest panels and more! 
The Registration for Katsucon is a little complicated, but basically, depending on when you pre-register, 6 and under are free, 7 – 12 years are $30-$35 pre-reg, 13-17 years are $45-$55 pre-reg, and 18+ are $55-$65 pre-reg. At-the door is $70 for 18+, $60 for 13 – 17, and $40 for 6-12. I recommend pre-registering your ticket. Not just because it’s cheaper, but again, there is a group discount with groups of 10 or more by pre-registration. Badges aside, the largest hotel in National Harbor, The Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center, is the venue for Katsucon! More information on this convention, including its events, guests, and cool things will come in the super packet on October 8.
Animazement (May 21-24, (May 21st for Pre-Con)). This one’s much closer to home, in Raleigh, NC! So, no need for a hotel. There will be carpool to and from the convention to Kestrel, as we did last year. This convention usually holds two concerts, a masquerade contest, a maid café, a dealers room, artists alley, formal ball, RAVE dance party, AMV contest, karaoke, guest panels, fan panels, cosplay chess, video game tournaments, and a lot more. Badges for pre-registration are currently at $55 until April. There is no separate pre-con price for children. However, at-door registration is $60 for adults and $45 for children 12 and under. Children 6 and under are free. This is also the convention for the Major Four Contests’ main prize as a badge here. A mega packet will be given at the March 4 club meeting including events, guests, and other cool stuff.
Now then, how are we paying for all of this, right? None of us are super-rich and can’t afford to pay crazy expenses to go to just one of these conventions. Well, there are ways.
Outside of possible PTSO club funding, we will hold Anime Movie Nights throughout the year on four Friday nights with a $2 admittance per person, and $7 per family of four or more with the donation of a can good or non-perishable food item. We are only pricing the ticket for admittance to the venue (KHS), not to actually sell a specific ticket to a particular movie to make money off of that movie. There is a difference.
We’ll also try for a Japanese and Anime Cultural Event on an available Saturday before Winter Break that will have a $2 admittance per person that will be open to Kestrels and to the public. We’ll lean more to the Japanese culture part of it though, to keep it educational and fun so Kestrel can host it. More on that if there’s enough interest.
A final note is that due to the Japanese Government’s recent Anti-Piracy Law, they have taken down the majority of anime and manga streaming websites. Based off of this, the anime club will have a yearly subscription of a crunchyroll account. The account will have 12 months of anime, manga, and k/j-drama legal streaming access. If you would like access to this account, you will need to contribute $7 by October 1st – which is the price of a regular monthly account.
Whew! That was a lot of information on future events.  I figured you should know the basics of everything at the start. Again, it is NOT mandatory to attend any anime convention, though it is recommended to go to at least one of the three (technically four) conventions. 
For those of you just reading this at home, in the car, where ever you may be, and have yet to meet “me”, the writer, know that I am the club founder and current Anime Club President, Melissa Scarth. The current club supervisor is Joel Wuliger.
We meet in room 116 in the high school every Wednesday (unless it’s a holiday, break, Finals/EOC/EOG week, or a cancellation due to inclement weather) from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. during the school year.
For high school students in room 116 (our room) we will have anime playing throughout the year during lunch. Middle school students have the option to set up an anime room in the middle school. All you need is a teacher willing to use his/her room and a projector connected to a computer or device with videos on it. I’ll post up the anime we’ll be watching on the website so you can keep up with the high schoolers.
The club email which Mr. Wuliger and I check often is available to email for any questions, concerns, or any comments, donations, suggestions, what have you, is :
kestrelanimeclub@gmail.com
There’s also a website with basically the same information in this mini packet plus more details on club activities and links to the convention websites:
http://www.kestrelanime.yolasite.com/
That wraps up everything! Feel free to use that contact information above! I hope to see your smiling faces next week!

